    Booker T. Washington
         Born:  April 5, 1856   Died:  November 14, 1915

[image: ]         Booker T. Washington, the most influential spokesman for Black Americans between 1895 and 1915 was born in a slave hut; after emancipation, moved with his family to Malden, WV.  Dire poverty ruled out regular schooling; at age nine he began working, first in a salt furnace and later in a coal mine.  Determined to get an education, he enrolled at the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute (now Hampton University) in Virginia (1872) working as a janitor to help pay expenses.  In 1881 Washington was selected to head a newly established normal school for African Americans at Tuskegee.  This became a monument to his life’s work.  
      At his death 34 years later, it had more than 100 well-equipped buildings, some 1,500 students, a faculty of nearly 200 teaching trades and professions.   Washington believed that the best interests of Black people in the post-reconstruction era could be realized thru education in the crafts and industrial skills.  
   

     He urged blacks to cultivate their industrial and farming skills so as to attain economic security.  Their eventual acquisition of wealth and culture would gradually win them the respect and acceptance.  This would break down the divisions between the two races and lead to equal citizenships for Blacks.   
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